


REMOTE APPEARANCE POLICY
UPDATED JUNE 1, 2024

[bookmark: _Hlk167804699]The Court prefers and encourages in-person appearances. However, below is a list of hearing types and whether in-person attendance is required.  Grays Harbor Superior Court currently uses the Zoom platform and specific instructions for attending remotely are on the Court’s website. Requests for an exception to a mandatory, in-person appearance may only be submitted online at least 48 hours (2 court days) in advance of the proceeding using the form provided on the Court’s website.  No request form is required if remote attendance is indicated below as being allowed.


Orders are generally expected to be signed the day of the motion hearing. Unless otherwise agreed, the moving party should appear in-person with a proposed order available.  Any orders requiring drafting and circulation for signatures shall be sent to the opposing party the same day as the hearing and returned signed within 48 hours (2 court days) so that the order can be presented for entry at that time unless additional proceedings are requested. The moving party shall be responsible for assuring entry of the orders. Electronic orders post-hearing will not be accepted.

Observers may appear in-person, remote observation is not permitted.

CRIMINAL
· In-custody Defendants will appear remotely from the jail except for change of plea hearings, sentencing, and special set hearings such as 3.5/3.6 or motions in limine.
· Out-of-Custody Defendants shall appear in person for all hearings.
· Defense Counsel may appear remotely for pre-trial hearings.

CIVIL & DOMESTIC FAMILY LAW
· Participants and attorneys may appear remotely for motion calendar dockets and Summary Judgment hearings.
· All parties shall appear in-person for any trials or testimonial hearings.
· Guardian Ad Litem may appear remotely for all proceedings.

PROTECTION ORDER
· Parties and attorneys may appear remotely.

THERAPEUTIC COURT
· All hearings are held in-person.

DEPENDENCY
· Attorneys shall appear in-person for all hearings.
· Parents may attend Motion Dockets remotely unless required to be in-person by the Court.
· Shelter Care Hearings will be held in-person only.
· All parties/participants shall appear in-person for any trials or testimonial hearings.
· DCYF may attend Motion Dockets remotely.

JUVENILE CRIMINAL/TRUANCY
· All hearings are held in-person.



