CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS

The Constitutions of the United States and the State of Washington give you the following rights:
1. Presumption of innocence. As a defendant in a criminal matter, you are presumed innocent. The prosecution must prove the charge against you beyond a reasonable doubt.
2. Representation by a lawyer. You have the right to be represented by a lawyer at arraignment, at any time you are questioned, and at all court appearances. You may, in all cases, hire a lawyer of your own choosing to represent you. If you cannot afford to hire your own lawyer and are charged with a crime that is punishable by a jail term, the court will appoint a lawyer to represent you at public expense if you qualify for one.
3. To remain silent. You may refuse to make a statement regarding your case to any prosecuting authority, to the police, or to this court. If you choose to make a statement, it can and will be used against you at trial. You may also refuse to testify in court. Failure to testify will not be considered as evidence against you.
4. To a jury trial. If you plead “not guilty,” your case will be set for trial before a jury of six persons. If you do not want your case tried before a jury, you may give up your right to a jury trial and have your case set for trial before a judge without a jury.


